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sion of the people, the source assuredly of all sovereignty,
but whose acclamations would bestow the sceptre on you,
did you not already possess it." The loyalty of the
form would scarcely have reconciled a ruler, who still
believed himself absolute, to the matter. For it was
assumed axiomatically that the Estates were to remodel
the constitution as they pleased, and that the king
was the delegate of the sovereign people, who might
limit his authority as they chose.

Mirabeau's bile was stirred by the cheers which
greeted the tedious repetitions, the pompous common-
places, the empty periods of Necker. He felt what he
could have done, had he been minister. "If the man
had a vestige of talent," so he wrote to a friend, "he
could in a week obtain from us new taxes to the amount
of 60,000,000 livres, a loan of 150,000,000, and dismiss
us the next day. If he had any strength of character
he could play the part of Richelieu. If there was a
spark of capacity among his advisers the king would
declare himself on the side of the Commons, and we
should be prepared to act the second part of the Danish
Revolution of 1660. Instead of this, we shall see a
striking instance of the truth of Machiavelli's saying
that all the misery in the world arises from men not
knowing how to be consistently good or consistently
bad."

The privileged orders followed the king, and the
representatives of the Commons were left in the vast
Salle des Menus, a large disorganised public meeting.
" More than five hundred individuals unknown to each
other, gathered from all parts of the kingdom, without
a leader, without organisation, all free, all equal, none